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Opening Prayer July 28, Sunday Worship
Inspired by Mark 9:33-37;42

Compassionate God, we gather together on this Sunday morning to
honor the sabbath and take our rest in you. In our time of worship, we
are renewed and prepared for service in the days ahead. Our calling is
not to greatness, but rather to compassion. The path we choose makes a
difference. We can follow Jesus and care for one another, especially for
those who are most vulnerable. Or we can allow ourselves to be part of
the Empire, and maintain a way that serves some and dismisses others.
Give us Holy Spirit power to make the right choices so that the children
and the children’s children will all have a place to grow, to be safe and

know you, O God. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.



Mark 9:33-37, 42
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

33 Then they came to Capernaum, and when he was
in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing
about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on the
way they had argued with one another who was the
greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said
to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all
and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and
put it among them, and taking it in his arms he said to
them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me

welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

42 “If any of you cause one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for you if a
great millstone were hung around your neck and you

were thrown into the sea.



