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Opening Prayer July 21, 2024 Sunday Worship
Reflecting on Psalm 23

O God, our God, we come together to worship you and seek your
guidance in our lives. You nourish our hearts and minds with your holy
word and the eucharist. You care for your flock and provide all we need.
In easy times and in more turbulent periods you are always there beside
us. When the world seems inhospitable, you stir your Holy Spirit within us
so we can live faithful and compassionate lives and do what we can to
make life bearable for those around us. You have marked us as your own
and we know that with your grace and steadfast love, we can be the
people you need us to be in times such as these. Let our words and
actions be pleasing to you and reflect our oneness with you and all your

creation. We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ, Amen.



Psalm 23

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition
A Psalm of David.

The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;

®  he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths

for his name’s sake.

4Even though | walk through the darkest valley,
| fear no evil,

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.

®You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil,;
my cup overflows.

¢Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and | shall dwellin the house of the Lord

my whole life long.



