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Opening Prayer April 21, 2024 Sunday Worship

1 John 3:16-24

Eternal God, your overflowing love brought us into life and
sustains us. We are called to love one another because you
loved us first. But it isn't enough to say | love my neighbor. It
is too easy to close our eyes to the truth that people are
suffering every day. Let us begin by truly seeing one
another, by recognizing the humanity in each and every
person. Today as we praise you, hear your word preached,
and join together in communion, let your grace pour over us
and fill us. Let what we experience here stay with us and
motivate us in the week ahead as it is translated into action.
The way we serve shows our commitment to you and the
love we feel for you. We pray in the name of the One who

laid down his life in the greatest act of love, Amen.




1 John 3:16-24
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers and sisters. 17 How
does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18 Little
children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.
19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will
reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn
us, for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness
before God, 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has
commanded us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in

us, by the Spirit that he has given us.



