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Their gifts live on
Jean Baptiste Wilkens has been awarded
with scholarships in memory of longtime
Webster Groves Christian Church
members.
The Memorial Committee has
announced that it will be giving a tuition
scholarship based on donations made in
memory of Bert Combs. Bert was a
lifelong advocate of education and a
faithful and generous church leader.
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In addition, Wilkens was awarded the
first scholarship from the newly
established Walter Smith
Family Scholarship Fund. The
presentation was made by Charlotte
Pullen, one of the members of the
Scholarship Committee.
Walter Smith was a longtime member of
WGCC. His family established the
Walter Smith Family Scholarship in
2017. In awarding the scholarship, the
family's major requirement is the
recipient be someone in need and
seeking post-secondary education. The
family does not require that the recipient
be a member of WGCC, which
administers the funds.
Wilkens will use the funds to continue his studies toward becoming a
medical doctor. He hopes to practice eventually in his home country of
Haiti.

Pastor Jeff Moore was
interviewed for the “We
Live Here” podcast on
St. Louis Public Radio.
The feature is the first in
the program's third
season, and focused on
the concept of “White
Jesus.”
Listen at bit.ly/wlhjesus

SAVE THE DATE:
MONDAY,
OCTOBER 2
A special golf
tournament fundraiser
at Westborough
Country Club to benefit
Kirkwood Area Every
Child Promise.
Stay tuned for details
on how you can help.

Panel discussion Family Matters: Black,
White and Brown
You are invited to a panel
discussion at 7 p.m. on July
17 at Ascension Parish, 230
Santa Maria Drive, in
Chesterfield, presented by The
Ethics Project.

WGCC participates in PrideFest

The topic will be the
American Family and an
objective will be to openly
discuss stereotypes held
across racial lines in our
community. The purpose is to
dispel the myths, unravel the
truth, and answer the hard
questions.

Webster Groves, Union Avenue, Community, Memorial Boulevard,
Affton, and Compton Heights Christian Churches participated in the
2017 St. Louis PrideFest with booths, volunteers, and a parade
presence, sharing welcome, love, and information about our
congregations. This is the fourth year WGCC has participated in
PrideFest.

Pulpit exchange brings Dr.
Terrell Carter on July 30
On Sunday, July 30, we will
participate in a pulpit exchange with
Rev. Dr. Terrell Carter of Webster
Groves Baptist Church.
Dr. Carter will preach at WGCC on
that day, and Jeff Moore will preach at Webster Groves
Baptist Church. Dr. Carter is also Director of
Contextualized Learning Assistant Professor of Practical
Theology at Central Baptist Theological Seminary.
Also, at 6 p.m. on Sunday, July 9, we are invited to
Webster Groves Baptist Church for a performance by the
Broadway Baptist Church Chapel Choir from Fort Worth,
Texas. This group of 6th-12th graders will present a
concert of choral and handbell music. The concert theme
is We Choose Love.

A significant portion of the
time will be dedicated to Q&A
in which audience members
can share questions with the
expert panelists.

Rebecca Klemme
Eliceiri to preach
at WGCC July 9
Rebecca is the founder of
Biblioministry, a
graduate of Eden
Theological Seminary,
and a member of Compton Heights
Christian Church.
BiblioMinistry seeks to help religious
communities implement programs of
religious information literacy instruction,
offer resources pertaining to religious
information literacy, and help religious
communities procure access to solid
religious and theological print and eresources.

Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism
Training on Aug. 19

Webster Alliance seeks
your support

Effective Jan. 1, 2017, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
of Mid-America's Regional Commission on the Order of Ministry
added to its continuing education policy the requirement of
an approved Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism training course
every three years. This policy change is to underscore the
Region's commitment to the identity of the Disciples as a
movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.

The Alliance for Interracial
Dignity has been busy planning
community sessions for the
2017-18 year. The topics will
focus on disparities in our area
and an open discussion of the
history of race relations in the
63119 area.

Training will be offered Aug. 19 at Webster Groves Christian
Church. Register online at bit.ly/proanti

The Alliance is looking for
members to help support
programming.

The $50 fee includes lunch and all distributed materials.
Each session must have at least 25 participants registered by one
week prior to the event or it may be cancelled.
Plan to arrive and check in between 8:15 a.m. and 8:45 a.m. so
training can begin promptly at 9 a.m.

You can complete a membership
form at http://bit.ly/aidapply. The
membership fee is $20, and each
member receives an Alliance tshirt.

WGCC helps feed the
SPROG campers
With Love and Concern
This is the motto of SPROG, a seven-week
program for Kirkwood children who might
not otherwise have an opportunity to
attend summer camp. SPROG also offers
opportunities to high school and college
students for summer employment as youth
counselors.
WGCC has again partnered
with SPROG as we provided lunches for
the 100 campers for two days during the
week of June 5.
Thanks to all who contributed last year to
finance the lunches in 2016 and 2017.
Thanks also to the team who helped to
assemble the lunches we provided.
-Daun Hashbarger

Lending a hand for Doorways’ Cooper House

Back to
School
Supply
Drive
Webster-Rock
Hill Ministries
wants to help
send kids back
to school with
the supplies
they need.

Webster Groves
Christian Church
and Union Avenue
Christian Church
joined forces to host
a celebratory BBQ
lunch on June 8 for
our friends at
Doorways’ Cooper
House.
The celebration
honored the 20th
anniversary of Cooper House and recognized the growing relationship between
Doorways and our churches.

Artist Jim Frederick donated a
portion of the proceeds from his
art show to Doorways Interfaith
AIDS Housing and Services,
Thank you Jim and thank you
Webster Groves Christian Church
for the sold out show of support.
If you are interested in
commissioning a piece of art
from Jim, please contact the artist
directly.
- Your friends at Doorways

Please deliver
donated
supplies to
Webster-Rock
Hill Ministries,
111 East
Waymire
Avenue in
Webster by July
31.
Objects needed
include
notebooks and
paper, pens and
pencils,
highlighters,
post-it notes
and earbuds.
A complete list
of items needed
can be found at
the WebsterRock Hills
Ministries
Facebook page.

Youth make plans for a special CRY festival
The Christian Regional Youth (CRY) Festival youth leadership team met this past weekend at
Webster Groves Christian Church for its final planning meeting in preparation for the 2017 CRY
Festival. The Cabinet members meet four times throughout the year at various regional locations to plan,
pray and prepare for the upcoming CRY Festival, develop leadership skills, and serve in the host
communities.
The youth and adult sponsors spent four hours in service at both WGCC and Webster-Rock Hill
Ministries. Together, they packaged laundry detergent, planted bushes and weeded in the community
garden and rain garden, cleaned up the yard and compost bins, assisted in the food pantry and distribution
center, and much more.
The CRY Festival is July 17-20 at Drury University in Springfield, Mo. Youth from across the MidAmerica Region who have completed grades 8-12 are welcome to attend. More information and
registration can be found at www.mid-america.org/summer/ We hope you'll join us this summer!!

An Interfaith Iftar

Interfaith Quest hosted the 4th Interfaith Youth
Iftar at the Islamic Foundation, 517 Weidman
Road in Ballwin, on Thursday, June 8. An iftar
is the meal eaten by Muslims after sunset
during Ramadan (the ninth month of the
Muslim year, during which strict fasting is
observed from sunrise to sunset.)
WGCC members Sam Fink, Khotso Moore,
Carole Hughes, and Pastor Jeff Moore were
joined by Donette Coleman, Angel Reese, and
Prince Reese of Crossroads Christian Church in
Caseyville, Ill. We enjoyed a wonderful
evening of fellowship, food, and prayer.
- Carole Hughes

IN OUR PRAYERS …
Recent
Concerns
•

Becky Piening’s father,
who is recovering after a
heart attack

•

For the mother of Pat
Jackson

•

Avis Gregory, a friend of
Mollie Gibbons battling
leukemia

•

For friends and family of
former member Johnny
Cathcart, who recently
passed away

•

The mother of Denise
Pahl, who was scheduled
to have knee replacement
surgery

•

For a co-worker of Mollie
Gibbons who is working
on reuniting with their
mother

•

For Rebecca Klemme
Eliceiri, who is preaching
here on July 9.

•

Joyce Matheny, a friend of
Max Ott’s having back
surgery

•

Andy Lindberg, who is
recovering from a broken
hip

•

The brother of Laura
Stuetzer’s friend Sheri,
facing medical issues

•

Michelle Fielden as she
continues recovery from a
car accident

•

Steve Smith, a friend of
Greg Eilers, who is
undergoing chemotherapy

•

Kaitlyn, a former student
of Robyn Woodrome, who
is facing domestic
violence issues

•

Bill Brown, a relative of
Robin Woodrome, who is
in hospice care

•

Deb Werner’s nephew,
Jacob Culp, who has been
deployed to Afghanistan;
pray for his unit, family
and the people of
Afghanistan

•

Lori Rose’s friend Kim,
undergoing an aggressive
regimen of inpatient
chemotherapy to fight a
rare form of nonHodgkins lymphoma

Thanks for …

•

For the young people of
our congregation,
especially members of our
baptism class

•

The Kirkwood Rotary,
Kiwanis and all the
schools who have
contributed to the NOW
program

Community
prayers
•

For all who are traveling
for summer vacations

•

For the eradication of
famine

•

For refugees and
immigrants around the
world

•

For families and others
who have lost children to
the hands of domestic
violence

Ongoing
concerns

•

A great week at church
camp for Carole Hughes

•

Safety and celebration at
PrideFest

•

Bill Woodrome

•

John Norris

Wilkens’ successful
completion of a first
semester at Meramec

•

Doris Derickson

•

Kathy Carson

Wind of the Spirit and the
diversity in the church
music

•

Michelle Fielden

•

Hap & Jane Michener

•

•

UPCOMING EVENTS
SUNDAY, JULY 2
TUESDAY, JULY 4:
SUNDAY, JULY 9:

THURSDAY, JULY 13:
SUNDAY, JULY 16:
MONDAY, JULY 17:
JULY 17-20:
TUESDAY, JULY 18:
THURSDAY, JULY 20:
SUNDAY, JULY 23:
TUESDAY , JULY 25:
THURSDAY, JULY 27:
SUNDAY, JULY 30:

TUESDAY, AUG. 1

ACCESS THE CALENDAR
AT WGCC.ORG

9 a.m.: Christian formation
10:30 a.m.: Worship
Independence Day
9 a.m.: Christian formation
10:30 a.m.: Worship
5 p.m.: Room at the Inn
6 p.m.: WG Baptist concert
7:30 a.m.: Food Bank run
9 a.m.: Christian formation
10:30 a.m.: Worship
7 p.m.: Family Matters discussion
(Chesterfield)
CRY Festival (Springfield)
6:30 p.m.: Painting group
9:30 a.m.: Stitch & Sew for BRO
7 p.m.: KAECP
9 a.m.: Christian formation
10:30 a.m.: Worship
Deadline for next Witness
9 a.m.: Cardmakers
5 p.m.: Room at the Inn
9 a.m.: Christian formation
10:30 a.m.: Worship
(Pulpit exchange)
6:30 p.m.: Painting group

A gift for
the
Knuckles
family
Saying goodbye to
the Knuckles family
was difficult for all of
us but especially for
the Koininia class and
CWF's Tabitha group,
both of which Diana
was a member. We
gathered on their last
Sunday with us for
lunch at Llywelyn’s
Pub. A WGCC
stepping stone gift,
handmade in
Kirkwood, was our
reminder for them
that we will always
be a part of their
family and they a part
of our families.
-Pat Roseman
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